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Imagination and dreams. That’s all it takes. One of
of the big reasons we’re all interested in improving
our antennas is to increase our ability to talk to
far-away places. ZS6EZ explains what it took to
make some of our dreams come true.

tallstarted with a short note in a newslet-
ter. It concerned a Battle Creek Special
low-pband antenna that was reportedly
“significantly better’ than the antenna |
had been using. It soundedtoo good to be
true, but | decided to investigate.

I wrote to Charlie Dewey, WOCD, about
the possibility of making the plans available
forthe antenna, sothat! couldtry to make
a copy for DXpedition use. Charlie's reply
was a surprise. They (there were other low-
band DXers in Battle Creek, Michigan—
Charlie, George Taft, WBUVZ, and George
Guerin, KBGG—who were involved in get-
ting the antenna together) had decided that
I couldn’t have the plans, but that they
would do one better: They would make the
Battle Creek Special Mark | available for
ayear. This antenna had become famous
for its exploits on Bouvet Island. it had been
responsible for the loud low-band signals
from 3Y5X.

The antenna came complete with a ship-
ping crate, which included all the neces-
sary tools, supports, guys, anchors, radi-
als, and even a matching transformer for
160 meters. The DXpeditioner only need-
edtotransport the crate, plus a screwdriv-
er and hammer, so that two people could
set it up in about an hour. This sounded
great. Even better, they had collected
funds from a number of low-band DXers to
ship the antenna to me. It would be avail-
able for a number of DXpeditions which
had been tentatively planning for some
time.

Then political developments made up
my DXpedition mind for me. | saw a news-
paper story to the effect that South Africa
and Namibia were negotiating a joint ad-
ministration agreement for Walvis Bay and
the Penguin Islands, Walvis Bay was an-
nexedby Richard C. Dyer of HMS Industry

*P.0O. Box 4485, Pretoria, 0001 Republic
of South Africa

BY CHRIS R. BURGER*, ZS6EZ

The yacht Sagitta ready to sail for Penguin Island.

in 1878, and enacted into law in both En-
gland and the Cape of Good Hope in 1884,
The Penguin Island group was annexedto
the Cape of Good Hope (then a British Col-
ony) in 1861. The original proclamation
mentions the islands by name: Ichaboe,
Hollamsbird, Mercury, Long Island, Seal,
Penguin, Halifax, Possession, Albatross
Rock, Pomona, Plumpudding, and Roast-
beef or Sinclair’s Island. The annexation
was formalized in 1874.

In 1890 an agreement on African terri-
tories was enteredintc between Germany
{then colonial ruler of what is now Namibia)
and England, specifically mentioning an
agreement on these areas. In 1910 the
Union of South Africa was established, and
the Cape colony, with all its territories, be-
came the Cape Province of the Union.

When the Republic of Namibia became
independent, however, its constitution in-

cluded in its definition of its territory “‘in-
cluding the enclave, harbour and port of
Walvis Bay, as well as the off-shore islands
of Namibia.”

As the existence of both Walvis Bay and
the Penguin Islands on the DXCC list

Z84TX and ZS6RAD manning two of the
stations.
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The antenna farm. Left to right: 10 meter beam, 6 meter beam, Battle Creek Special,

and TH5DX.

hinged on the existence of Namibian ter-
ritory between these areas and the rest of
South Africa (DXCC rules section I point
3), itappeared to me that Namibian partic-
ipation in their administration would jeo-
pardize their DXCC status. This might then
be the last opportunity to activate this
DXCC country!

I'had done most of the logistics for the
previous year's ZS97/1 DXpedition from
Penguin Island. Much of the equipment
and the know-how was stil available, so
staging another Penguin !slands expedi-
tion would be relatively simple.

Operators were not easy to come by. |
first approached G3XTT and ZS4TX, as |
needed operators who could handle phone
and CW, as well as the low bands. Don
Field, G3XTT, was initially very keen, but

o Z$6N W working SSB.
i ML
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hadto pultouteventually due to a business
trip and family commitments. Bernie van
der Walt, ZS4TX, had joined me on a DX-
pedition before, but this time he had some-
thing else lined up. His Lesotho license,
7P8EN, was about to expire, and he intend-
ed to run one more operation from there.
His leave had been set aside for that pur-
pose. We eventually struck a deal. He
would join the Penguin Island crew if |
would operate from Lesotho on his behalf.
I had a little more flexibility, and could
squeeze ina second operation, so the deal
was on. Bernie is an electronic technician,
and is a proficient CW operator. He also
has ample low-band experience. He re-
cently became the first ZS4 to achieve
5BDXCC.

I also approached Rad Handfield-Jones

ZS6RAD, who had been to Walvis Bay with
me for the ZS9Z operation a year before.
Rad immediately agreed. He is the holder
ofaPhD inmining geology, andisa depart-
mentheadata Johannesburg coliege. He
wouldbe our VHF man, andheisa veryte-
nacious phone operator, capable of re-
spectable rates for long stretches.

This left me with a predicament: one
week before departure, the crew was de-
cidedly inadequate on the phone side for
the task at hand. A solution came up when
I discovered that ZS6BUYV had leave and
nowhere to go.

Jan van Niekerk, ZS6BUYV (now ZSBNW),
isanelectronic engineer, and had recent-
ly been bitten by the contest bug. I had
spent some time with him before the CQ
WW DX Contest, and he was starting to
wake up to the possibilities of big rates and
big signals. He was keen to go, but had to
approach his wife for permission to go. Her
reply was a surprise: he could go, and at
the same time she applied for a jobasland-
lady and chef for the proposed trip. DXpe-
ditions are always under-staffed, so her ap-
plication was accepted immediately in the
presence of witnesses. lize is a lawyer, and
I wasn’t taking any chances.

The callsign was a slight problem. With
Bernie’s help, | located the official with the
necessary clout to make these decisions.
He was a little apprehensive for various
reasons. However, a thick pile of paperin-
cluding a thoroughly documented motiva-
tion and many DXpedition stories landed
on his desk, and ZS0Z became the first
ever ZS@callsign to be issued. It was, how-
ever, emphasized that this would be a one-
off concession, and that the officiai prefix
for the islands would remain Z51, as al-
ways.

Some weeks before departure | wrote
to Bill Poellmitz, K1MM, to request help in
obtaining a Cushcraft ASWS for the WARC
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Welcome to Penguin Island.
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bands. Bill eventually managed, with some
help from W1JRand K1GW, to finalize the
deal within three days, and the antenna ar-
rived with two days to spare.

During the ZS9Z/1 operation we had
been transported between Luderitz harbor
andtheisland by Heiko Metzgerinasmall
motorboat. This time he would be unavail-
able. However, he introduced me to a
friend, Hans Rogge, who owned a yacht
and would be prepared to help us out. A
deal was concluded quickly, and the show
was on the road.

A few inevitable snags had to be dealt
with at the last moment. While packing the
vehicles and trailers, we discovered that
most of my liquid containers had hardened
in the sun and had to be replaced. We are
about 1500 meters above sea level, and

-

The crew: lize, ZSBNW, ZS4TX, ZS6EZ, ZS6RAD. (ZSENW photo)

the harsh sun hardens plastic in no time
flat. We couldn't focate enough containers
in time and had to introduce strict water
rationing while on the island.

The Island

The distance to Luderitz is a bit over 3000
miles long and is a tedious journey in the
extreme. Our convoy consisted of Rad’s
station wagon with a small trailer, and my
sedanwith alongtrailer supporting all the
antenna hardware and some of the other
hardware.

My deal with Hans Rogge was that |
would meet him at the docks at 8 AM. We
arrivedin Luderitz in the early hours of the
morning and got a few hours of sleepinthe
deserted airport. Our troubles were not

- 15/06 LPA
1 170 28 15/06 Standard
1 170 28 /- Repeater
10 170 25 15/06 Standard
10 170 25 -~ Repeater
510 375 60 15/06 HPA
510 375 60 —~  Repeater HPA
25-40 375 55 15/06 HPA
0552RH 25-40 375 55 -~  Repeater HPA
144 MMz
1403G -5 10-50 6 15/06 LPA
14066 25 100 12 15/06  Standard
1409G 2 150 25 15/06 Standard
1409R 2 150 24 -/~  Repeater
1410G 10 160 25 15/06  Standard
1410R 10 160 24 -/~ Repeater
1412G 25-45 160 20 15/06 Standard
1412R 25-45 160 19 /- Repeater
14506 5 350 56 15/06 HPA
1450RH 5 350 56 -/~ Repeater HPA
14526 25 350 50 15/06 HPA
1452RH 25 350 50 - Repeater HPA
14546 50-100 350 40 15/06 HPA
1454RH  50-100 350 40 - Repeater HRA
220 MHz
22036 1-5 10-40 6 14/0.7 LPA
2210G 10 130 20 14/0.7 Standard
2210R 10 130 19—~ Repeater
2212G 30 130 16 14/07  Standard
2212R 30 130 15 —/- Repeater
22506 5 220 40 14/0.7 HPA
2250RH 5 250 40 /- Repeater HPA
2252G 25 220 36 14/0.7 HPA
2252RH 25 250 36 -~ RepeaterHPA
2254G 75 220 32 14/07 HPA
2254RH 75 250 32 -/~ Repeater HPA
440 Mtz
4403G 1-5 7256 4 1211 LPA
44106 10 100 19 12/1.1  Standard
4410R 10 100 18 ~f- Repeater -
4412G 20-30 100 19 12/11  Standard
4412R 20-30 100 18 -/~  Repeater
4448G 5 100 22 1211 HPA
4448R 5 100 22 -/~ Repeater HPA
44506 5-10 175 34 1211 HPA
4450RE 510 175 34 ) Repeater HPA
29 HPA
29 Repeater HPA
25 1 HPA
25 Repeater HPA
HODEL 14106 WODEL 14506
STARDARD HPA
All amplifiers (non-rpt) are linear, al-mode with fully
aytomatic T/R switching and PTT capability. The receive
preamps use GaAs FET devices rated at .5 dB NF with 18
d8m 3rd order [P. LPA, Standard and HPA amps are
intermittent duty design suitable for base and mobite operation.
Repeater amps are continucus duty, class C.
Amplifier capabilities: High-power, narrow or wideband,
100-200 MHz, 225-400 MHz, 1-2 GHz, Military (28V),
Gommercial, etc. — consult factory. A complete fine of Rx
preamps also available.

(]

50 MHz 0520B 5 25 BNC
50MHz 0520 5 25 N
144 MHz 1420B 5 24

144 MHz 1420N 5 24

220 MHz 2220B 5 22

220 MHz 22200 5 22

440 MHz 44208 5 18

440 MHz 4420N 5 18 N
12GHz 10208 9 14 BNC
12GHz 1020 . 9 14 N

Gonsult your local dealer or send directly for further
product information. All Products Made in USA.

TE SYSTEMS  TEL. (310) 478-0591
P.0. Box 25845  FAX (310) 473-4038
Los Angeles, CA 90025

SysSTEMS
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Looking for a neat VHF or dualband mo-
bile antennawith impressive gain and ul-
tra-modern styling? Want easy no-holes
installation, long term weather protec-
tion, and easy cable routing to-boot?
PRO*AM’s new GM144 2 meter and
GM270 dualband GLASSMASTER® an-
tennas are the perfect answer! These
sleek through-glass antennas feature a
rugged stainless steel whip with black
finish and mating interior coupling unit
with adjustment for <1.5:1 SWRin your
desired range. They are supplied com-
plete with 141t RG58 cable (50 ohm), pre-
installed PL-259 connector and quick
mount kit. Move ahead of the crowd with
yourown PRO<AM GLASSMASTER® an-
tenna today!

PRO<ANM’s GM144is 27.5inches tall, han-
dies up to 50 watts and covers 144-148
MHz with SWR below <1.5:1 across en-
tire band (tunable via interior coupling
unit). Gainis 2.5 dB. Almost doubles your
transmitted signal strength and extends
receive range accordingly. You will be de-

lighted with the results. é

G270

PROsAM’s GM270 is 26 inches tall, han-
dles 50 watts, and covers 144-148 plus
440-450 MHz with SWRless than <2:1at
band edges (tunable viainterior coupling
unit), Gainis 2.6 dB 2m and 6.3 dB 70cm.
A real tiger!

Mrs. Vickie Says: Attention to fine details
make PROeAM’s GLASSMASTER® spe-
cial. Each mounting kit, for example, in-
cludes a non-metallic tuning tool and
nonreflective cover for the rear window
connector. Nice! t

A Division of Valor® Enterprises
1711 Commerce Dr.
P.O. Box 601
Piqua, OH 45356-0601
513-778-0074
Available From Your Favorite Amateur
Radio Dealer

@G@O The ultimate

choice for the PROfessional AMateur!
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over yet. We had to ask the Namibian po-
lice for assistance in locating the gas sta-
tion attendant, who was nowhere to be
seen at the official opening time of 7 AM.
We finally located him almost an hour later.

Luderitz is not only an anachronism, but
also seems totally out of place. It is a little
piece of medieval Germany in the middie
of the oldest desert on earth. The nearby
ghost town of Kolmanskop was a beehive
of activity during the last century, with an
opera house that hosted visiting European
stars at least once a week! The whole town
of Luderitz is built in the German style, and
German is still the most common language
spoken there. Teday it is still a diamond
mining town, and most of the people inthe
town are connected with either the dia-
mondmining industry or the fishing indus-

Z54TX and 7P8EG putting the finishing touches on the tower.

try. Some of the world’s biggest crayfish
are found in the ice-cold water of the south
Atlantic.

Ithas Namibia's only port capable of ac-
comodating sizable vessels, and is con-
nected to Keetmanshoop in the interior by
atelephone cable, a power line, and a good
road{only about 50 % of its lengthis grav-
el). ltis aisointhe middle of the Sperrgebiet
{German for “prohibited area’’), which was
established onthe Namibian coast topre-
vent pilfering of the uncut diamonds that
litter this former seabed. This area is also
known as the *‘Skeleton Coast’’; it is total-
ly barren and devoid of life, and many a
shipwrecked crew has perished along its
length. Straying more than a few meters
from the road makes you fair game for the
notorious “‘diamond detectives,’ a shoot-

The hill near Thaba Bosigu from which the traditional Basotho hat got its Shape.
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now-ask-questions-later bunch charged
with taking care of the Sperrgebiet.

Luderitz also has the most corrosive at-
mosphere on earth. A double-galvanized
chain section that | left boltedto a rock on
Penguin Istand had corroded to half its
original diameter in only a year. Cars last
about four years before they have to be dis-
posed of, due to rust flaking. Driving a car
during a sandstorm totally strips its paint
andleaves bare metal that corrodes within
days.

Evenmore scary than the sandstorms,
which can move sand dunes onto roads
overnight, are the pebble storms encoun-
tered on the islands. These occur when
small pebbles (about ¥ inch in diameter)
are propelled at terrifying speeds through
the air. Part of logistical planning for an is-
land expedition is carrying enough provi-
sions for a week more than planned: if the
wind starts blowing, it may be impossible
to get off the island for a week or more!

After a short trip we dropped anchor off
the famous Penguin island. It is incredibly
inhospitable. No vegetation more than
knee-high grows on the island. It is very
arid, and the desert winds don't help either.
Almost amillion birds live onthe island, and
the ammonia from their droppings can be
smelled on the mainiand on a bad day.
Whenhumans first Janded on some of the
islands, the guano was up to 33 feet deep!
The island consists mainly of solid rock,
with some loose gravel and decomposing

gull remains also in evidence. Some build-
ings from the guano mining era are stillon
the eastern side. Apart from some holes
in the roof and broken window panes, afew
of the buildings are still usable, and we
chose two of these in which to set up shop.

Seal Island is only a few hundred meters
farther north, but its buildings are all very
close together, and the landing area is not
very safe. Also, the ground rises very
steeply towards the west, which covers the
path to the USA. This was the location of
the first Penguin Islands operation by
DK9KX and his group. They made about
12,000 contacts. The second operation
was the ZS9Z/1 operation less thana year
later, netting well over 30,000 contacts.
This would be the third operation, and
would try to clean up the more exotic
modes and bands, as it was felt that most
people had been given a fair shot at the
country. The only exceptions were Japan
and Europe, where the islands remained
in the top 35 of The DX Magazine’s Most
Wanted Countries survey. We would tryto
work Japan whenever the band was open,
as the path was a very difficult one.

We unloaded over 4500 Ibs. of equip-
mentinseveral trips with a light dinghy, ex-
pertly rowed by Hans. Then started the la-
borious process of setting up the stations.
We finished by nightfall, and took to the air
as ZS0Z on 21 MHz CW. Our TH5DX tri-
bander was installed at the apex of the is-
land, with a clear shot in all directions. This

The beams going up.

was the main antenna for the phone sta-
tion. The second station had several anten-
nas. The Battle Creek Special covered the
low bands. A separate monoband Yagi
went up for 28 MHz, and separate towers
supported rotary antennas for the WARC
bands and for 50 MHz. There were also
wire antennas for 10 and 7 MHz. The third
station was located in the same room as
the second one, and would be used main-
ly for VHF and WARC band operation. All

Gamma or direct fed
Low angle of radiation
Low noise on receive
Broad banded
3"& 4" x .125" Booms
Booms T-6-6061 Aluminum
All stainless Hardware
Fiberglass pulltruded,
reinforced UV treated
13’-8”long 1" Dia.
Our antennas are available
as complete kits or parts.

Write or Call for a
FREE Catalog
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Antenna Mart Quads
Heavy Duty Quality 4 Dimensional Quads—L xW xH =

+ + + + Performance

5 direct fed monobanders
on a single boom
turning radijus less than Yagi

- Performs well 50'-70 ' above grn.

Antenna Mart

1 (404) 466-4353 Fax: 404-466-3095

10-12-15-17-20-30-40M

' Radiation eff. greater than yagi

Receives extremely well
Outperforms multiband Yagis
14 gauge copper wire essex.
Special easy wire locator
kits supplied with each kit
Our Quads easily adjustable
& tunable to your theory

P.O. Box 699 ¢ 8 Shiloh Drive ¢ Loganville, GA 30249
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Looking down a typical Lesotho valley from an elevation of more than 11 ,000 feet.

three stations could be operated simul-
taneously.

So started the tedium of around-the-
clock operation for a week. We arranged
the shifts in such a way that at least two
operators were working at any given time.
During off periods we had to sleep, build
and maintain the station, and do some
sightseeing.

After a few days the storm started. We
had howling wind for about a day. This time
‘was a tense one for all, and extra guys had
to be added to some of the lighter anten-
na hardware. The 28 MHz monobander
was on a thin pole, which ended up about
30degrees from the vertical. The weather
station onthe mainland recorded 50 knots
of wind during this period.

Bernie and | took over most of the CW
and low-band operating. Rad did mainly
phone, and spent a lot of time on the WARC
bands. Jan spent most of his time on 10
meter SSB, and also did most of the RTTY
operating. Bernie had nightly skeds on 40
meters with his wife, Tokkie, ZS4TZ. These
skeds became a focal point of our attention
—a sign that the real world still existed.

Getting off the istand was more exciting
than getting on. It was low tide, and most
of the equipment had to be hand-carried
across slippery rocks and waded through
walist-deep ice-cold water.

We spent only a few hours in Luderitz,
and | took the opportunity to send OH2BH
apostcardas confirmation of our contact.
Martti had been at ZS9Z/1 a year before,
and this QSL was the only one he needed
to get back to the top of the DXCC Honor
Roll.

QSLs for ZSOZ are being handled by
ZSBEZ (listed as ZS6BCR in all Callbooks
before 1993).

The Mountain Kingdom

The party broke up on arrival in Pretoria.
Everyone went home and slept the sleep

of the dead. | had a lot to keep me busy,
as was scheduled to leave for Lesotho the
next day. My car needed attention, and
Tjerk Lammers, ZS6P, offered invaluable
assistance. | also had to rearrange the
equipment. Generators and a lot of logis-
tics would hot be needed at Lesotho, and
the tribander was also left behindesotho

appearson 15and 20 meters virtually dai-
ly, and on any self-respecting DX net one
canimagine the occasional 7P8 quite easi-
ly. My first priority would be the low bands,
and CW would be the mode of choice. |
would also play on the WARC bands, and
a bit of RTTY would be tried.

Bernie met me in Lesotho to help with
the introductions and setting up. He intro-
duced me to the Nordic Giant, Hans Smed-
stuen, 7P8EG. Hans is a construction su-
pervisor, and had arranged a building site
some distance from the capital, Maseru,
from where | could operate.

The location worked well, but severe
power-line noise and shaky power did ham-
per operations somewhat. We set up the
Battle Creek Special for the low bands, a
wire antenna for 30 meters, and a tower
with the 10 meter monobander and the
A3WS for 12 and 17 meters stacked at the
top. Low-band conditions were terrible,
and it took four days before the first 160
meter contact was made. The next three
days made upfor it, and several dozen sta-
tions were worked on this band.

After about the third day the power went
off during the day, and | finally had an op-
portunity to see the place. Lesothois also
known as the Mountain Kingdom, and for
very good reasons. Even its lowest point
is over 3000 feet above mean sea level!
The primary mode of transportation inthe
interior is a rugged breed of pony known
as a mountain pony, which traverses ter-
rain inaccessible to any other mode of
transport. Lesotho is unigue in being the
only country inthe world that is an enclave
within another country. It has no routes to

4 HM-46 Speaker/Microphone ...

ICOM
[C-728 HF Xevr./Gen, Cov. ROVL, wuvuvvevssvisessiscenne
IC-729 HF/6-Meter Xevr./Gen. Cov. Rewr.
IC-735 HF Xcvr./Gen. Cov. Revr. ......
IC-737 HF Xcvr./Gen. Cov, Rewr. ..
IC-751A HF Xevr./Gen, Cov. Revr.
PS-85 AC Power Supply
AT-150 HF Automatic Antenna Tuner ........

SM-8 Desk Microphone 95.00
SM-20 Deluxe Desk Microphone .......eeueresnssrsn, 133.00
SP-7 External Speaker 56.00

SP-20 Ext. Spkr. With Audio Fitters ........
IC-R1 Communications Receiver .......
IC-R7000 Communications Receiver .
IC-R7100 Communications Receiver .
IC-228H 2-Meter, FM, 45 Watt Xcvr. ..
IC-228H 2-Meter, FM, 50 Watt Xcvr. ...
[C-2330A 2-Mir.220-MHz., FM, 45W/25W .
1C-2410H 2-Mtr./440-MHz., FM, 45W/35W .
IC-3230H 2-Mir./440-MHz., FM, 45W/35W .
IC-2GAT 2-Mtr, FM, Handheld With T-T..... "
IC-4GAT 440MHz FM, Handheld With T-T ......... 299.50
IC-W2A 2 Mtr/440MHz FM, Mini H-H W/T-T ...... 439.50
BP-4 Batiery Case 19.00
BP-5 10.8 VDC, 425 mAH., Ni-Cad Batt. Pack ........ 71.00
BP-7 13.2 VDC, 425 mAH., Ni-Cad Batt, Pack ....... 85,00
BP-8 8.4 VDC, 800 mAH,, Ni-Cad Batt, Pack ......... 85.00
CM-96 84 VDC, 1200 mAH., Ni-Cad Batt. Pack ...... 95.00
BP-83 7.2 VDC, 600 mAH,, Ni-Cad Batt, Pack ........ 53.00
BP-84 7.2 VDC, 1000 mAH,, Ni-Cad Batt, Pack....... 81.00
BP-90 Battery Case
BC-35 Drop-in Rapid Charger; BP-2, 5,7, 8 ..., 84,00
BC-72A Drop-In Chg.; BP-81, 82, 83, 84, 85, Int, ..
CP-11 Cigarette Lighter Cable W/Noise Fitter .........
CP-12 Cigarette Lighter Cable W/Noise Filter .......... 20.00
CP-13 Cigarette Lighter Cable W/Noise Filier ..........
AD-12 External Power Adapter For IC-2GAT ........... 21.00

HM-54 SpeakerMicrophone ............
HM-65 Speaker/Microphone For IC-W2A.
HM-70 Speaker/Microphone For IC-W2A.,
HS-51 Headset, PTT& VOX ....conveveinn
HS-60 Headset, PTT & VOX, For IC-W2A
UT-40 Encods/Decode/Beeper Unit

UT-50 Encode/Decode Unit we.umeecenmmmiecnnenes 48,00
BENCHER

CUSHCRAFT
R5 14, 18, 21, 24, 28-MHz. Verical .....
R7 7,10, 14, 18, 21, 24, 28-MHz. Vertic
ARX-2B 2-Meter, Ringo Ranger Il Vertical .............
ARX-220B 220-MHz., Ringo Ranger It Vertical ........ 47.00
ARX-450B 450-MHz., Ringo Ranger Il Vertical ....... 47.00
AR-270 2-Mitr./440-MHz., Ringo Vertical
A50:55 50 To 54-MHz., 5-Element Beam .....
124WB 144 To 148-MHz, 4-Element Beam ...,
A147-11 146 To 148-MHz., 11-Element Beam ..
1382 144 To 148-MHz., 13-Element Beam........
224WB 222 To 225-MHz., 4-Element Beam .
225WB 222 To 225-MHz., 15-Element Beam .
A449-6 440 To 450-MHz., 6-Element Beam .........
Ad449-11 440 To 450-MHz., 11-Element Beam ...... 55 00
ASTRON

RS-7A 13.8VDC, 7 Amp Int,, 5 Amp Cont. ........... $49.50
RS-12A 138VDC 12Amplnt 9 Amp Cont. .
RS-20A 13.8 VDC, 20 Amp Int,, 16 Amp Cont, ......, 8850
RS-35A 13.8 VDC, 35 Amp Int,, 25 Amp Cont. ...... 141.50
RS-12M Same As RS-1 2A, With Meters ....... 82.50

RS-20M Same As RS-204, With Meters ...
RS-35M Same As RS-35A, With Meters ...
V&-35M Same As RS-35M, Adj. Vo, /Curr

UPS/Insurance Charges Are Additional
MC And VISA Orders Are Accepted
Prices Subject To Change Without Notice

1112 GRANDVIEW STREET
SCRANTON, PENNSYLVANIA 18509
PHONE (717) 343-2124
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the outside world except through South
Africa.

The country had its origins inthe 1820s,
when the dynamic king Moshoeshoe (pro-
nounced Mor-shwe-shwe) assembled his
people at Butha-Buthe, in the north of the
country. They soon movedto the mountain
fortress of Thaba Bosigo. Thisisan amaz-
ing place. There are more than two dozen
wells on the mountain, some of which are
providing water to this day. The mountain
is surrounded on all sides by sheer cliffs,
andthe few access routes were easily de-
fended. More than 1000 people livedonthe
mountain and amused themselves by raid-
ing surrounding farmers and “porrowing”’
their cattle. Severaltimes the farmers tried
to avenge the raiding parties, but their at-
tempts were easily resisted. Eventually,
the mountain was surrounded and a siege
was maintained until the overburdened
wells ran dry. The Basotho finally surrend-
ered and returned the cattle that hadn’t
been eaten. Today Moshoeshoe and his
wives are all buried on the mountain, and
it is a national monument.

| also revisited the site of some previous
7P8EN operations, a 10,000 foot elevation
spot on the new road for the Highland wa-
ter project. This project includes the Katse
dam, which will be the taliest dam wall in
the world when completed. It is a joint ef-
fort by South Africa and Lesotho, andis in-
tended to supply water to the major metro-
politan area of Pretoria and Johannesburg,
about 650 miles to the northwest.

| also got to meet Hans's family and a
few of the iocal amateurs. Ray Schankweil-
er, 7P8SR (ex-JY9SR), had justarrived and
was very active on the WARC bands dur-
ing my stay. Ed Douglass, 7P8DX, was very
active on 80 meters at the time, and was
interested in hearing about the antennas

and tricks used for high-volume work on
the low bands.

As far as operating was concerned,
RTTY proved to be disappointing. The ter-
minal had a mishap on Penguin islandand
never worked properly again. An attempt
was made to find a workshop manual inthe
U.S., but without success. Therefore, no
contacts could be made.

The WARC bands were good fun. The
pile-ups never seem to get big enough to
bring the policemen, but are always big
enough to keep a run going.

Bernie van der Walt, ZS7TX, is the call-
holder for 7P8EN, and is taking care of the
QSL cards, as always. His best address is
Box 28691, Danhof, 9310 RSA.

The Aftermath

immediately after arriving back | was ab-
sorbed in the rat race with a vengeance.
| had to finalize one examination before
graduating from university and hadtostart
with a new job a few weeks later. | enrolled
for graduate studies at university during
this time, and started working on the data-
base 1o get the QSL cards out.

The latter was a mammoth task. First-
ly, the software had to be developed. |
wrote the system in such a way that it re-
quired a minimum of typing, but entering
into a computer tens of thousands of con-
tacts logged by operators who were some-
times half asleep is stilla formidable chal-
lenge. The better part of eight months
eventually went into getting databases
ready for 7P8EN and ZS0Z, and getting all
the direct QSL requests in the mail.

| initially thought that ZS0Z would not
give many people a new country, except
possibly in Japan. The object of the exer-
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cise was, after all, to make it available on
other bands and modes not coveredby the
first operation. | was mistaken. Over 100
DXCC Honor Roll members worked us for
a hew one, and over two dozen individuals
needed only our card to complete them all |
The total amount of mail exceeded two full
mailbags, and just opening the envelopes
took an estimated 100 hours. Over 7000
direct requests for ZS0Z QSLs have been
handled.

The objectives of both expeditions were
met. Despite indifferent conditions, about
2000 Japanese stations were worked.
More than 140 non-African stations were
worked on top band. The WARC bands pro-
duced almost 4000 contacts. And almost
10,000 contacts were made on 28 MHz.
This included a large number of Novices,
many of them indicating that this was their
first DX contact.

I have been thinking about trading inmy
callsign for many years now, but always
balked due to the fact that the old one en-
joyeda certainamount of recognition and
a lot of that would be lost with a call
change. This time | figured that many thou-
sands of airmail QSL. cards would be avail-
able to help spread the word, so | finally
took the plunge and traded ZS6BCR for
ZSBEZ. | guess I'll get used to it eventual-
ly! At the same time, Jan also changed his
call from ZS6BUV to ZSBNW.

A lot of individuals and organizations
contributed to the eventual success of
these operations. The Northern California
DX Foundation contributed substantially
to the expenses of the Penguin Island trip.
K1MM, TI2HP, W1JR, and ZS5NK also
contributed financially, while K1MM and
WEZV helped with arrangements. K1GW
of Cushcraftwas very helpful. ZS6BDD of
Cabletronics supplied the long run of feed-
line required to site the tribander at the
apex of Penguin Island. ZS6BRZ made his
TH5DX available. ZS6WB supplied VHF
equipment. ZS6P supplied both genera-
tors. WOCD, W8UVZ, and K8GG lent the
Battle Creek Special. Mr. Wolmarans of
SAPT and Mr. Ramakoa of LTC were very
helpful with the licensing issues. My father,
as always, helped with the preparatory
work that | could not find time for. ZS6VIP
of VIP Electronics arranged for the timely
repair of my radio, against considerable
odds. And numerous other individuals con-
tributed in some way or another to the ul-
timate success. Thanks to alll

And finally, the impetus for my decision
to return to Penguin Island was the impend-
ing implementation of joint administration
for the islands and Walvis Bay. An an-
nouncement was recently made by South
Africa and Namibia that an agreementhas
been reached to implement joint adminis-
tration for these areas. At this writing de-
tails remainto be finalized, so there is still
a little time for someone to go to Penguin
island and give me the place for my DXCC.
| must be the only DXer in the world who
still needs it!

Say You Saw It In CQ




